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EDLFCATION FOR JUSTICE

Dear Alumnae and Alumni, Family and Friends,

Spring is Trinity’s loveliest time of year — and the busiest! As I write, we are in the countdown to
Commencement 2025 celebrating another amazing class of soon-to-be Trinity alumnae and alumni
across all disciplines. Meanwhile, our spring semester festivities continue with the Sower’s Seed
lecture on April 10, Founders’ Day on April 23, and many induction ceremonies for honor societies
including Phi Beta Kappa.

This edition of the President’s Newsletter includes highlights of student success across the last

few months including some snapshots of our very talented science majors and their undergraduate
student research projects. Student research presentations have become a major component of many
programs, and Trinity students also participate in national conferences showcasing their work.

Student success leads to many graduate school acceptances. At last count, our seniors have received
acceptances to graduate programs at Georgetown, Cornell, Brown, George Washington University,
American University, George Mason University, and a full ride for a Ph.D. program at the
University of Mississippi, among others.

In other news, we are moving ahead with plans for the full modernization of Alumnae Hall. Thanks
to some very generous benefactors, we have raised more than $40 million for this project so far,
with a goal of $50 million. I will be writing separately about this in the weeks to come, and we
welcome your gifts to the project. One of our most generous benefactors has issued a $5 million
challenge — we are already halfway there and welcome major gifts to help meet the goal!

These are perilous times for higher education, but Trinity is holding her own very well. We are
grateful for so many amazing alums and friends who sustain this great university. Thank you for
your generous support and loyalty! Together, we make Trinity’s mission live well each day in the
lives of our students.

With gratitude,

C i

President Patricia McGuire *74
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Student Research Presented in November at the Annual Biomedical Student Accomplishments Outside the Classroom

Research Conference for Minoritized Scientists in Pittsburgh
Ariel Horton, Member of Trinity’s Inaugural Math

Airborne Microbes in Urban Air Virtual Reality in Biology Education for Educators’ Cohort, Wins Milken Award

Catherine Owusu-Brinfour, =~ Lorena Mendoza-Perez, a Senior in Biology, is researching Congratulations to Ariel Horton — part of the first cohort of

a Senior in Biochemistry, the integration of virtual reality into undergraduate biology Trinty’s Mathematics for Educators certificate program (more

investigated airborne curricula. Working with Dr. Katilin Wellens and Dr. about this program, page 5) — on being named the District of

microbes in Washington, Casiano-Negroni, Lorena’s project, titled “Through the Lens Columbia’s 2024-2025 Milken Educator Award winner. Ariel

DC. Mentored by Dr. of VR: Effectiveness of the Integration of Virtual Reality serves students and colleagues as assistant principal and math

Patrice Nielson, Catherine’s  in Undergraduate Biology Courses,” explores how VR can coach at DC’s Noyes Elementary School in Ward 5. Presented

research, titled “Air make complex biological concepts more accessible and by the Milken Family Foundation, the Milken Educator Award

Quality and Numbers of engaging for students. comes with a $25,000 cash prize. For over a decade, she has

Airborne Microbes in the dedicated herself to the Noyes Elementary School community

D) o Coltmmlin, “Through this project, I learned that VR can revolutionize and continues to uplift her students and fellow educators. _

aims to measure the levels STEM education by enhancing visualization and . . . Left to right: Viviana Barahona, Nicole Moyo, Sugley (Abi) Huh,
off it sl (st possent: in b e, s simdy efftens s con?prehension. of abs'tract biological concepts, and 'm “Exceptional educators }1ke Ariel Horton are the heart .Of our  Cinthya Calderon-Hernandez, Evelin Ortiz-Espinoza, and Lauren
innovative perspective on the environmental factors that impact excited to continue this work while making STEM more schools ?.nd th.e foundgtmn of studen't success in the D1§tr1ct of  Woodhouse at the United Nations
and influence urban health. accessible to underrepresented communities,” says Lorena. Columbia,” said Interim State Superintendent Dr. Antoinette

S. Mitchell. “We are grateful for the impact she has on Trinity Delegation Travels to UN to Deliver Panel

“This was my first research experience, and it was incredibly e s @i VLS ielbiuel oy 10 sdea e s the peisuiel i students, staff, and families at Noyes Elementary Schooland ¢ the Commission on the Status of Women
impactful for me. Working with Dr. Nielson was a joy, and this revolutionize how students interact incredibly proud of this well-deserved recognition through the

In March, as the capstone to their Global Affairs program,
Trinity’s Citizens for Global Solutions Fellows traveled to the
United Nations in New York to participate as delegates to the
Commission on the Status of Women. They presented their
own panel titled, An Intergenerational Panel: Confronting
Gender-Specific Violence to Promote Peace.

with course material and Lorena’s
work is particularly relevant
as educational institutions

look for new ways to engage
Lizzett Garcia (pictured on first page), a Senior in Biology, students and make learning

has made significant strides in the field of neuroscience. more dynamic.
Her research, mentored by Dr. Taylor McFadden, focuses
on epigenetics and its potential to enhance undergraduate
education. Lizzett’s project, titled “An Epigenetic Course-
Based Undergraduate Research Experience (C.U.R.E):
Bringing Neuroscience Research to the Classroom,” offers
a new approach to integrating neuroscience research into
the curriculum.

research highlights such an important topic,” says Catherine. Milken Educator Award.

Epigenetics and Neuroscience in the Classroom

The student delegates were Senior Evelin Ortiz-Espinoza, and
Juniors Cinthya Calderon-Hernandez, Lauren Woodhouse,
Nicole Moyo, Sugely (Abi) Huh, and Viviana Barahona.

Cinthya and Lauren also presented their academic research

MILKEN FAHILY X5
FOARER IR about gender-specific violence in Nigeria and Congo to give

[ T M— 3,000 OV context to two of Trinity’s partners, Chantal Faida, a gender
Wﬂm‘“ BOLLARE consultant and social activist in the Democratic Republic of
. mmﬂlﬂ_m o O i SR Congo, and Amaka Ilodigwe, a seasoned legal expert, and

“I gained confidence by learning to do research outside
the classroom and feel prepared to continue after [
graduate,” says Lizzett. By providing students with
hands-on experiences, Lizzett’s work aims to deepen

= Executive Director of Women and Child Justice Initiative
”' Nigeria. Both women discussed their day-to-day, on-the-

Ariel Horton, second from left, is presented with the District of

their understanding of complex biological concepts. Columbia’s 2024-2025 Milken Educator Award ground activities in combating gender violence.
il
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Your Gift to the Annual Fund Makes Student Research Possible! Basketball’s Taryn Yancey Makes Trinity History \
. . . o On Saturday, January 25, 2024, Senior and Occupational Therapy Assistant major Taryn '
Sonia Arely Garcia '15. kn'ows why she gives t(? the. Trinity Annual Fund: ¢ Yancey became the first player in Trinity history to score 1000 career points. In her four &_4
“I graduated from Trinity in 2015 with my BS in Biology. I would not be where E_E-.- E years as a Tiger, Yancey has averaged 17.5 points per game. On top of her athletic b—
Lam if it weren’t for the education and support from Trinity. I found confidence b performance, Taryn has been an incredible student in the classroom. Taryn juggles her ———

in myself and Trinity really set a foundation for me to excel in my career.” clinicals and classes while making sure she makes it to practice and games on time.

Head coach Jerome Cooke said, “I’ve witnessed Ms. Yancey’s work ethic, dedication,

Join Sonia in supporting our students by scanning the QR code and
making a gift to the Annual Fund Today! @ SCAN ME and determination to reach her academic and athletic goals. Her relentless pursuit is

the driving force behind her ambition to achieve greatness.”




School of Education News

Graduate Showcase - Thursday, May 22

Please join current and prospective students, alums, faculty
and Trinity partners for a robust student research showcase
hosted by the School of Education.

The event will be held on Thursday, May 22, from 4:30 to
6:30 p.m. in Social Hall, and will feature speakers including
current students and recent grauduates.
There will also be presentations on capstone | g R
. it
projects and research from our top School of
Education graduate students, and a ceremony M a
to award certificates.

The Showcase is a great oppor- :
tunity to learn about the School g
of Education’s degree and ;
certificate programs designed to
advance educators’ careers.

Vicki Bullock will receive
her certificate this May

Math for Educators Program to Graduate
Inaugural Class

The Showcase will feature a ceremony to recognize and
confer certificates upon students completing their programs,
including the inaugural class of Trinity’s brand-new Math for
Educators certificate program. This new program — a special
four-course sequence for working K-8 teachers — launched
with a premiere cohort of educators from the
District of Columbia Public Schools. The program
provides current teachers with a portfolio of
___ strategies for teaching and coaching math skills,
increasing their proficiency in teaching diverse
learning styles.

“I am loving this program—it’s giving me hope for
math in DC Public Schools,” says Vicki Bullock,

a math instructional coach at John Burroughs
Elementary School.

$4 Million Donation Establishes the Evelyn Y. Davis Center for

Journalism, Media and Communication

In December, Trinity received a transformative $4 million
donation from the Evelyn Y. Davis Foundation, establishing
the Evelyn Y. Davis Center for Journalism, Media, and
Communication. This significant gift builds upon previous
contributions totaling $1 million, which funded the Evelyn Y.
Davis Multimedia Newsroom and the Evelyn Y. Davis Student
Enrichment Fund.

0
With this new and final grant from the k-
foundation, Trinity will provide support _ R
for faculty positions to expand the
program and increase student support. ! -"‘F“
This includes creating -

Sophomore student journalist Saron Gebereegziabhier, center,
interviews students in a Campaigns and Elections class

. o

Evelyn Y. Davis Professorships to provide support for faculty

salaries and professional development in fields related to work
in the Center, and Evelyn Y. Davis Grants and Scholarships

to augment funding already provided to support students who

are on a career pathway to work in the Journalism, Media and

Communications fields.

According to Newsroom Director and Program Chair of
Journalism and Media Studies Chaz Muth, “the Evelyn Y.
Davis Foundation grants have powered the rebirth of the
Trinity Times as a multimedia publication, built a state-of-
the-art video production classroom with a podcasting
and video studio coming soon,
and have infused classes
across all disciplines with
journalism, media and
communication.”
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FREE WEBINARS FOR DISPLACED FEDERAL WORKERS

Are you a recently displaced federal worker? Our free webinars will help you navigate this
challenging time and prepare for your next career move. You’ll gain valuable insights and
skills to set you on the path to success!

To register, visit www.trinitydc/federal
Questions? Contact Emily Barnett at barnette@trinitydc.edu or 202-884-9301

Choosing Your Next Career - Friday, April 25, 10-11:15am
Explore dcareer paths and industries that align with your
interests and skills, and identify new directions for your career.

Retooling Skills - Friday. May 9, 10-11:15am
Learn to recognize and cultivate skills that are highly sought
after in today’s competitive job market.

Alumnae/i Association of Trinity Washington University

The Alumnae/i Association of Trinity Washington University:
bringing alumnae/i together to strengthen and promote
participation in the Trinity community and to foster the
personal and professional growth of our fellow graduates.

Your Alumnae/i Association is Having a Busy Spring!

Spring Day of Service

March 29" proved to be a glorious day for community gardening at

the Franciscan Monastery Garden Guild. Alumnae and alumni from
different schools and classes — 2024-1966! — enjoyed a wonderful day
helping prepare for the Guild’s plant sale and Community Vegetable
Donation Program. Snacks and conversation were enjoyed between
tilling beds, planting greens and potting plants in the greenhouse.

Alumnae/i Gym Day: Wellness + Movement + Community
Coming Soon! The Alumnae/i Association is planning a Gym Day on
campus in Trinity’s Athletic Center. Several activities are in the works,
including refreshments and community-building! Details to come.

Get Involved!

Your ideas and engagement are needed! Look for a call for AATWU
Board nominations later this spring. Contact Trinity’s Alumnae/i Office
to be connected with the AATWU Board. We hope to see you soon!

Spring Day of Service at the Franciscan Monastery

Top: Shawnece Corbett ‘24, Gerry Mpyanga 99,
Brittany McAlister "24 and Nicole Mullings ‘19

Bottom: Sr. Ann Howard, Mary Esslinger ‘66 and
Gwendolyn Williams 78
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Alumnae Hall Renaissance
A Modern Campus Center for the 21 Century

When Alumnae Hall opened in 1929, it was the height of gracious living for college
women of that era. With beautiful Italianate architecture, the building spoke to the
elegance and ambition of a women’s college in the early 20" Century.

$10 Million+
Needed
Today, this beautiful building needs a lot of love — and money — to bring it up to 21*
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DEMOCRACY ON THE BALLOT SYMPOSIUM

As part of its 125™ Anniversary Celebration, Trinity hosted the
Democracy on the Ballot Symposium on pressing issues facing
American democracy. During the program, experts and students
explored topics including the importance of women organizing and
engaging in political action, social justice as applied to immigration,
religious nationalism, and the role of the media.

The Symposium featured several distinguished speakers, including
Jennifer Rubin of The Washington Post, and Stephen Schneck, Chair
Nancy Pelosi ‘62, House of Representatives Speaker Emer-  of the United States Commission on International Religious Freedom.
iBt:'r:ir:rsiF("rzZti::r::iz:at::g:::iee':t"éz::r?\z‘ciezrt é'::::i?ra They were joined by panels and presentations from Mary J. Novak,

' Ronnate Asirwatham, and Colin Martinez from NETWORK, Chonya
Johnson Chief of Staff for Rep. Troy Carter (D-LA), and Trinity alumna
Beatrice Peterson 12, ABC News Political Reporter.

A true highlight of the Symposium was a special address by the
Honorable Nancy Pelosi 62, House of Representatives Speaker Emerita
and Trinity alumna!

y i ™ The centerpiece of this Symposium was the diverse student voices that
T G TP Nt o brought urgency and relevance throughout the entire day with many of
Dr. Kimberly Monroe, left, moderates a panel lead by Karla  the symposium sessions centered around student perspectives. “Voting

Century standards for living, dining and campus activities. The Renaissance Campaign $40 Million Nunez Perez 24, far right, with Junior Cinthya is more than just a civic duty,” said student panelist Lakshmi

for the Modernization of Alumnae Hall has raised more than $40 million, and the Board Raised

of Trustees has approved moving ahead with the $50-$60 million project. The Campaign
continues, with remarkable alumnae donors and friends making generous contributions. For
information about the Campaign, contact Patrick Kellogg at kelloggp@trinitydc.edu.

A True Campus Center

This project transforms a historic treasure into a state-of-the-art Campus Center for all.
Ideally located between the Payden Academic Center, Main Hall, and the Athletic Center,
the reborn Alumnae Hall will feature contemporary dining options, upgraded residences,
and meeting and casual spaces for all members of the Trinity community to enjoy. Student

_7"-_.Alun71née LEIER  rooms and shared spaces on the upper floors will be refurbished with new HVAC and
* central location

plumbing, and a new student lounge and activity spaces will be added on the lower level.

An Entirely New Dining Experience

Dining at Trinity should be for everyone on campus. Our goal is to make the main dining hall a place where everyone
will want to gather, have a meal, linger over conversations, study together, and enjoy campus life as a community.
Cafeteria-style service will be replaced with all-day dining, with food court-style offerings emphasizing meals
freshly prepared on request.

Progress and Timeline

Trinity has retained Brailsford & Dunlavey as Project Manager/Owner’s Representative and planning is well underway.

At the end of the current spring semester, Alumnae Hall’s residential rooms will close for the duration of the project, and

at the end of the fall semester the dining hall will also close. In January 2026, dining services will open on the first floor of
Cuvilly Hall and construction begins! Construction will continue until October 2027, and by the end of the year the all-new
Alumnae Hall will open its doors and begin its new life as a vibrant campus center for all.

Calderon-Hernandez, in white, and students from

visting universities. Mosquera-Herrera. “I think it’s about belonging.

Reunion 2025 - Save the Date: October 23-25

Volunteer for your reunion class or degree cohort! Contact Ashley Bianchi at bianchia@trinitydc.edu
or visit the redesigned alum website: www.trinitydc.edu/alums

REUNION 2024 RECAP the Ballot Symposium and Alumnae College, which gave

alumnae the opportunity to participate in Trinity classes. Judge

Trinity welcomed nearly 300 guests to campus for a joyful Patricia Broderick 71 gave a talk on her book “Reinventing
reunion: alums spanned the decades, from 1949 the Wheel,” and we celebrated Notre Dame Chapel’s 100"
to 2023! In addition to favorite events like our festive year during Cap and Gown Convocation. Lastly, a new

Luncheon, Reunion Liturgy, and jovial receptions, Reunion session called “Progress, Pivot, Pause” provided tools for
2024 featured several exciting events like the Democracy on alumnae to advance their careers with confidence.
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In this issue of the Trinity President’s Newsletter:
Alumnae Hall Update, Student Accomplishments,
Spring Events and more!




